} VOTES axo PROCEEDINGS, APr1z, 1783

ture fufpended, its public faith brought into queftion, and your executive reduced to the moft
bumiliating condition, and expofed to the moit mortifying animadveriions and cenfures.

We take the liberty of recommending a revition, as carly as poflible, of our criminal law:
Nothing can be of more ¢onlequence to government, than that the laws aff-&ing the lives of its
citizens thould be reduced to the utmoft cescaintyy and that punifhments be regulated by the de-

tees of criminality : And we beg leave to (uggeft, as thie moft effe@ual means to obtain a well
sigeﬁed fyflem, to commut this bufinefs into the hands of a fele® number of éminent gentlemen
of the law.

‘T¥e importance of trade and commerce to a couritry is fo univerfally underftood and acknow-
ledged, that no arguments need be offered to fhew they are objeéts which call for every public
encouragement. Peace opens to us the moft extended profpedts, and the tafk is yours, to fcize
the prefent opportunity, of making fuch commercial improvements, as may lay a permanent
Joundation to make this a great, happy, and flourifhing country. The a& of aflembly which
relates to our thipping and regifters requires an immediate change and amendment.

It is far from our intsntions to embarrafs your deliberations with a varicty of objefts, but we
cannot pafs over matiers of fo high concernnment as re.igion and learning. The {ufferings of the
minifters of the Gofpel of all den minations, during the war, have becen very confiderable; and
the perfeverance and firmnefs of thole, who difcharged their facred fun@ions under many difcou-
raging circumftances, claim our acknowledgmenss andthanks. The Bill of Rights and Form
of Government recognife the principle of puulic fupport for the minifters of the Gofpel, and af-
certain the mode. Anxioudly folicitous for the bleflings of government, and the welfaré and
happinefls of our citizens, and th roughly convinced of the powerful influence of religion, when
diffuled by its refpetable tea hers, we beg lesve moft ferioufly and-warmly to recommend,
among the firft obj:&s of your attention on the return of peace, the making fuch a provifion as
the conflitution in this cafe authorifes and approves,
 The a& for founding a college at Chefter, which pafled the fefion preceding the laft, will re-
feQ for ever a lultre on its proceedings ; and it is with the greateft pleafure we obferve, that
fuch has been the zeal of the Eaftern Shore for. the advancement of learning, that the fum of five
thoufand pounds, which the a& required, and allowed to be raifed in five years, has been nearly
doubled in lefs than one year. Nothing can be a ftronger proof of the happy influence of public
encouragement, and we truft that the gener:l affembly will think this college deferving of theirc
further attention and favours, and will extend their views to the eftablithing and encouraging
other feminaries of learaing in this ftate.

" We have the honour to be, with fentiments of high refpect and attachment, gentlemen, your
moft obedient humble fervants, WILLIAM PACA.

The honourable the General Affembly.

W hich were feverally read. / )

John Smith, Efg; from the fenate, delivers to Mr. Speaker a petition from Edward Johnfon,
the appointed guardian of Jonathan Plowman, praying an a& may pafs, to authorife him to leafe
out, on referved ground-rents, feveral lots or portons of ground in Baltimore-town, for the be-
nefit of the faid Jonathan Plowman, endorfed; ¢ By the fenate, May.8, 1783: Read and re-
<< ferred to the confideration of the houfe of delegates. .
R <« By order, J. DORSEY, clk.”

On motion, Leave given to bring in a bill relating to ideots, lunatics, and other perfons of
snfane minds ; and Mr. M‘Mechen, Mr, Forreft, and Mr. B. Worthington, were appointed a
comamittee to prepare and bring in the faid bill.

The houfe adjourns till to-morrow morning 9 o’clock

FRIDAY, Mayy 1783

HE houle met. Prefent the famie members as on yefterday. The proceedings of yefterday
were read. Mr, Wilkinfon, Mr. Hall, Mr. Chafe, and Mr. Burgefs, appeared in the

houfe. ,
Mcr. Ridgely, from the committce, brings in and delivers to Mr. Speaker the following report:
T HE committee to whom was referred the petition of John Buckman, of St. Mary’s county,

beg leave to report, That from the beft information they can obtain, the fa@s fet forth are truly

fated, and that from the peculiar fituation of the petitioner’s fon, it is proper and reafonable to
grant his prayer.  Your committee. therefore are of opinion, that a law fhould pafs, authorifing
the-juftices of St. Mary’s: county court to levy fuch a fum of money as in their judgment may

14 @ary. Which is fubmitted to the honourable houfe. —
-appear neceilary Ic u iy 7 J. KNAPP, clk.

. W_'hich"wxs read the firft and fecond time, concurred with, and leave given to bring in a bill
.purfuant thereto ; and Mr. Forrelt, M, Key, and Mr, M*Mechen, were appointed a committee
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